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Services
Sunday

Bible Study 10 am

Morning Service 11 am

Monthly Singing Service Tonight! 6 pm

Wednesday
Bible Study 7 pm

News @ NSD
• Robyn Hamilton’s sister, in skilled 

nursing facility in New Orleans 
recovering from a car accident. 

• Martha Holloway - recurring back 
and heart ailment.

• Dema’s sister-in-law – liver and bone 
cancer. 

• Jana Wells – recurring physical 
difficulties.

• Scott Shaw’s dad, Tommy – battling 
liver cancer. 

• Ernest Peeples –  deployed since 
May.

• Logan Harper – deployed in 
Afghanistan. (Sally and the kids)

• Jason Henderson on assignment 

Sunday Morning Class
Letters to the seven

churches of Asia

Wednesday Night Class
NOOMA Series

Noise: "Why is silence so hard 
to deal with?" 

North San Diego

A Work Ethic by Jeff Asher

It is evident from the Scriptures that from before the foundation of 
the world God intended that men should be employed with useful 
and productive labor. It is a mistaken notion that considers work a 
punishment for Adam and Eve’s transgressions. God in the creation 
announced that man was to “subdue…and have dominion” over all 
the earth (Genesis 1:26–28). In order to facilitate this objective, He 
planted a garden “eastward in Eden” and placed the man in it with 
this instruction: “dress it and keep it” (Genesis 2:8–15). While it may 
seem idyllic to some, God never intended for man to be at his 
leisure with nothing to do.

However, it is true that sin complicated man’s existence in this world 
affecting his ability to fulfill his intended purpose. Because of sin, the 
earth brought forth “thorns and thistles” (Genesis 3:18). This caused 
man “in sorrow” to “eat of it all the days of thy life” (Genesis 3:17). 
That word “sorrow” literally means “worrisomeness, labor, pain, or 
toil.” Sin brought a curse upon the earth and man with the curse 
came “strength labour and sorrow” (Psalm 9-0:10).

While some think work is an evil to be avoided if at all possible, God 
has ordained it because it is good (Ephesians 4:28). The man that 
works is to be held in honor and esteem by his fellows (I 
Thessalonians 4:12); whereas, the idle man is worse than an 
unbeliever (I Timothy 5:8; cf. John 3:18; II Peter 2:20).

God has ruled that the man who will not work should not eat (II 
Thessalonians 3:10). Such a man is not worthy of the fellowship of 
the saved (3:11–12). The sluggard is contemned in the Scripture 
(Proverbs 10:26) and consigned a place with those whom the Lord 
hates (Ezekiel 16:49). God does not condone idleness knowing it 
breeds wickedness (Proverbs 18:9; 21:25; II Thessalonians 3:11; I 
Timothy 5:13; Ephesians 4:28); whereas, industry promotes thrift, 
self-reliance, charity and a worthy character.

The Joy of Work
As parents we must communicate to our children not only the 
necessity of working (Proverbs 13:4; 14:23), but also the benefits 
(Ephesians 4:28b). We make a terrible mistake if all we are able to 
instill in our children is an appreciation of employment for the sake 
of acquiring things (Proverbs 16:26). Work like everything else 
ordained of God is intended to affect our character. Continued on back...
...continued from front.
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End of Month
Evening Singing Service

...speaking to one another 
in psalms and hymns and 

spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody with 
your heart to the Lord...

Ephesians 5:19

Let the word of Christ 
richly dwell within you, 

with all wisdom teaching 
and admonishing one 

another with psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with thankfulness 

in your hearts to God. 
Colossians 3:16

What we must communicate to our children is the “good” in work 
and the joy that it brings.
The Joy of Self-Reliance. Work makes it possible for us to have 
sufficiency without relying upon another (I Thessalonians 4:12). The 
benefit here is that with favorable circumstances we may have more 
than enough (Proverbs 13:4; 27:23–27). It is a matter of simple 
economics, when we work there is increase (Proverbs 10:4; 12:11; 
14:4); when we are idle there is want for ourselves and others 
(Proverbs 13:23; 20:13). Aesop understood this truth and taught it in 
his famed fable of the Grasshopper and the Ant (cf. Proverbs 6:6; 
Matthew 25:9).
The Joy of Independence. The self–reliant are autonomous. They 
He do not seek the permission of others to act (Acts 5:4; Matthew 
20:15); neither become slaves to other men (Proverbs 15:19; 22:7; 
Matthew 25:26–27). Rather, they rule themselves and their 
circumstances (Proverbs 10:4; 12:24). Industry gives men liberty 
(Proverbs 10:15; 11:28; Psalm 112)
The Joy of Satisfaction. All of us were raised hearing these 
maxims: “Take pride in your work;” and “any job worth doing is worth 
doing well.” This “chimney corner scripture” is based upon veritable 
truth (Ecclesiastes 9:10; Proverbs 10:4; 13:4; 18:9). The rewards in 
life are the result of the approval of others (Job 7:2; Matthew 25:21) 
Advancement comes as men recognize in you the ability to do the 
assigned tasks correctly (Proverbs 22:29). When we are slack and 
do less than that of which we are capable we are held back 
(Matthew 25:26–29). This principle is true in life, as well as, spiritual 
things. Always give your best.
The Joy of Self-Worth. However, one need not despair waiting for 
men to recognize ability. You should find satisfaction in knowing that 
you have done a good job (Ecclesiastes 5:12). Being a diligent 
worker and giving a full days work for a full days pay should build 
confidence and self–esteem (I Thessalonians 4:12). You are worthy 
of your wages (Luke 10:7; I Timothy 5:18). You have earned them 
and they are your due (Romans 4:4). Furthermore, the believer has 
the knowledge that God sees and whether or not our employer 
appreciates us, we will not lose our reward (Colossians 3:22–25).
The Joy of Philanthropy. When we have learned to work and 
begin to reap the fruits of our labors, we are then empowered by 
God to have the full blessing. The goal of our labor should not be to 
consume it upon ourselves, but to use it for good (I Timothy 6:17–
18; cf. James 4:3). Jesus taught us that is more blessed to give than 
to receive (Acts 20:35). The blessing in having is the power to give it 
away (Proverbs 11:25; 22:9; 28:27; Ephesians 4:28). There is no 
greater joy than that which comes from knowing you have really 
helped a neighbor. Furthermore, the truly liberal soul opens himself 
up to other opportunities to be used to bless (II Corinthians 9:10; 
Proverbs 21:26). Through work we become a channel of blessing. 
There are so many good things which may be done with the fruit of 
our labors (I Timothy 6:18; Romans 12:13; Hebrews 13:6)
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