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Services 

Bible Study …………….….. 10 a.m. 

Morning Service………….…11 a.m. 

Evening Service………...……6 p.m. 

Wednesday Meeting…….…..7 p.m. 

News @ NSD 
 

• Janna Wells – back problems. 

• Martha Holloway’s recurring back 
and heart ailment. 

• Robyn Hamilton’s sister, in 
hospice in New Orleans awaiting 
surgery after a car accident.  

• Dema’s sister-in-law – liver and 
bone cancer.  

• Scott Shaw’s dad, Tommy – 
battling liver cancer.  

• Jeanne Lynne – recovering from 
surgeries.  

• Aaron Gibson’s brother-in-law, 
Chris, in recovery.  

• Jason Henderson – keep him in 
your prayers.  

• Ernest Peeples –  needs prayers of 
encouragement; deploying next 
month. 

• The Harper Family – This is there 
last Sunday with us for a while. 

 
Sunday Morning Class 

Psalms 
 

Wednesday Night Class 
Character Studies 

 

In 2 Thessalonians 1:3 Paul commended the church for its growing faith. He said, 
"your faith groweth exceedingly and the charity of every one of you all toward 
each other aboundeth." Even in the midst of trouble and trials, these newborn 
babes were making spiritual progress. Wouldn't it be great if this could be said of 
you and me? Growing in faith is necessary and vital to our salvation. But, what 
does it mean to grow in faith? Growing in faith involves at least three basic 
elements.  

First, growing in faith demands that we listen to the will of God. Paul wrote that 
faith comes by hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17), and so to grow in faith one 
must study the pages of Holy Writ. We will never possess assurance or confident 
trust in God if we do not participate in a proper and diligent study of the Bible. 
We will never grow if we do not desire to be fed with the Word. As milk is essential 
to the growth of a baby, so is the milk and meat of the Word essential to the 
growth of a Christian (1 Pet. 2:2; Heb. 5:12-14). Saving, active, and growing faith 
cannot be sustained without a steady diet of Bible study. The Christian who is 
growing in faith has abundantly filled his life with the words of Christ (Col. 3:16). 
The weak Christian lacks the strength to quench the fiery darts of the wicked 
because he has neglected to take up the shield of faith (Eph. 6:16). Faith is the 
victory that overcomes the world (1 John 5:4), but it is only victorious when it grows 
(2 Pet. 3:18); and it grows by the means of the knowledge of God's will.  

Second, growing in faith demands that we live the will of God. Faith apart from 
works is barren, useless, and dead (Jas. 2:14-26). It will never save. If you want to 
make your calling and election sure, then your faith must grow by adding to it 
the Christian graces (2 Pet. 1:5-7). You must acquire knowledge and learn to use it 
wisely and with all patience, godliness, and brotherly kindness. A growing faith is 
active, doing, and responsive. Only the man who believes and obeys can be 
blessed in his deeds (Jas. 1:25). Only the man who exercises his faith can be said 
to possess a growing faith (1 Tim. 4:7-8). Only when one acts upon what he reads 
can it be said that he possesses a growing faith. 

ARE YOU GROWING IN FAITH 
John Moore 

And you, who once were alienated and 
enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet 
now He has reconciled in the body of His 
flesh through death, to present you holy, and 
blameless, and above reproach in His sight— 
if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded 
and steadfast, and are not moved away from 
the hope of the gospel which you heard, 
which was preached to every creature under 
heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

Colossians 1:22-24 
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... singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs 
with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Col 3:16                                                 

I will lift up my eyes to the hills— 
         From whence comes my help? 

 My help comes from the LORD, 
         Who made heaven and earth.  

 He will not allow your foot to be moved; 
         He who keeps you will not slumber. 

 Behold, He who keeps Israel 
         Shall neither slumber nor sleep.  

 The LORD is your keeper; 
         The LORD is your shade at your right 

hand. 
 The sun shall not strike you by day, 

         Nor the moon by night.  
     The LORD shall preserve you from all 

evil; 
         He shall preserve your soul. 

 The LORD shall preserve your going out 
and your coming in 

         From this time forth, and even 
forevermore.  

Psalm 121 

I am safe, whatever may betide me 
I am safe, whoever may deride me 
I am safe, as long as I confide me 
In the hollow of God’s hand 
 
In the blessed hollow of His hand 
In the blessed hollow of His hand 
I am safe when God Himself doth hold me 
In the hollow of His hand 

E. S. Lorenz 
 

 […Growing in Faith] 

Third, growing in faith demands that we love the will of God. "Perfect 
love casteth out fear" (1 John 4:18), and each of us should grow in faith 
enough to serve God because we love Him, instead of being entirely 
motivated out of a fear of going to hell. A Christian who has grown in 
faith does not view the commandments of God as grievous or 
burdensome, but as an honor and a privilege (1 John 5:3).  He keeps 
the commandments because he loves God and seeks to please Him (2 
Tim. 2:4). Those who keep the commandments of God out of 
convenience or for the favor of man (e.g., an individual who attends 
worship merely to please his spouse or parents) or simply to avoid hell, 
do not possess a faith that “groweth exceedingly.” Growing faith 
learns the joy and happiness of serving God. It loves the will of God 
and will hunger and thirst for its precepts (Mat. 5:6). It yearns for its 
decrees and finds solace in its instruction. A growing faith discovers 
peace and strength inexplicable to the world (Phil. 4:7). A growing faith 
is manifested by the one who can, like the psalmist, say "Oh, how love I 
thy law! it is my meditation all the day." (Psa. 119:97). 

Have you progressed in your faith enough to say that you listen to, live, 
and love the will of God? Has your faith grown exceedingly? If not, 
why not begin today to awaken your dormant faith. Study again the 
Word of God that it might cut to the thoughts and intents of your heart 
and motivate you to experience, once again, the graciousness of God 
(1 Pet. 2:3). May your faith grow exceedingly. May you then "continue in 
the faith, grounded and settled...not moved away," so that on that 
great and final day, Christ may present you holy and unblameable, 
and unreprovable before our grand and glorious Judge (Col. 1:23). 

Herald of the Hills, April 27, 2008 

 

 
 

ELDERS:         Dan Austin, Robyn E. Hamilton       

DEACON:      Matt Wells       

MINISTER:    Dan Austin 

 


