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Sunday, November 30, 2008

BIBLE STUDY.................. 10 a.m.
“Gospel of Luke”

MORNING WORSHIP........... 11a.m.
Speaker: Aaron Gibson

EVENING SERVICE. ... ......... 6 p.m.
Psalms & Spiritual Songs

WEDNESDAY MEETING. ........ 7 p-m.
“The Parables of Jesus”

WELCOME VISITORS. If you are a visitor in
our congregation foday we welcome you
and ask you to stay awhile after service so
we can get to know you.

Please pray for Mark and Brittany Harris as
they prepare to settle in South Carolina.

Others to keep on your prayer list: Dema
Franklin, Martha Holloway, Gloria Ongsioco,
Doris Harmon, Benjamin Hoskins and Chuck
Holloway. Also pray for Jason Henderson’s
dad who recently had surgery.

Daniel and Meredith Hoskins are in Palm
Springs; Sam and Vicki Barton are in Las
Vegas visiting family. Pray for their safe
return.

Don't forget, tonight is singing night!

... singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. Col 3:16

Psalm 114

When Israel went out of Egypf,
The house of Jacob from a people of
strange language,

Judah became His sanctuary,
And Israel His dominion.

The sea saw it and fled;
Jordan turned back.

The mountains skipped like rams,
The little hills like lamlbs.

What ails you, O seaq, that you fled?2
O Jordan, that you turned back?

O mountains, that you skipped like rams?2
O little hills, like lamibs?

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,
At the presence of the God of Jacob,

Who turned the rock into a pool of water,
The flint into a fountain of waters.

\ 4

Only in Thee, O Savior mine

Dwelleth my soul in peace divine
Peace that the world tho’ all combine
Never can take from me

Pleasures of earth so seemingly sweet
Fail at the last my longings to meet
Only in Thee my bliss is complete

Only dear lord, in Thee

Chas H. Gabriel
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Jesus and John at The Jordon River

Stan Cox

Immediately following Jesus’ baptism in the Jordan River, recorded in Matthew 3, Mark 1 and Luke 3, Luke
states, “Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about thirty years of age...” (vs. 23). The baptism of Jesus
signified the end of His time in anonymity. He left Nazareth (the city of His youth) behind (cf. Mark 1:9), and
traveled by foot 60-70 miles to be “baptized by John in the Jordan.” With this act of obedience, Jesus began His
public ministry and His inevitable trek toward the cross at Calvary.

Of the three baptism accounts recorded in the gospels, only Matthew records the conversation between John
and Jesus. When Jesus presented Himself to John to be baptized by him, the text says that “John tried to
prevent Him, saying ‘I need to be baptized by You, and are You coming to me?”’ (vs. 14). Before noting Jesus’
response, it is important to note a few things about John’s reaction to Jesus’ presence at the Jordan.

First, John 1:29-34 reveals John’s testimony that he did not know Jesus to be the anointed of God until the Holy
Spirit’s descent at the baptism. Since John’s words precede that event, it can’t be said that John was speaking
from his knowledge that Jesus was the Son of God. However, as Jesus’ cousin, he would have been aware of the
events surrounding Jesus’ birth, and been familiar with His good character. It may even be that he suspected
Jesus to be the Messiah. Regardless, his awareness of his own sin, and his respect for the virtue of Jesus, led to
his attempt to “prevent” Jesus from being baptized.

Such an attempt constituted one of many tests to Jesus’ determination to do God’s will. It is reminiscent of
Peter’s rebuke of Jesus as He predicted His death, “Far be it from You, Lord; this shall not happen to You!”
(Matthew 16:22). Though Peter’s intent was pure (as was John’s), Jesus called him an adversary by opposing
what was necessary. The Hebrew writer refers to Christ’s obedience to the Father’s will, “Behold, | have come
to do Your will, O God,” and “By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all” (Hebrews 10:9,10).

John’s baptism was “for the remission of sins” (cf. Mark 1:4). As Jesus was not guilty of any sin (cf. 1 Peter 2:21-
24), it follows that His baptism served a different purpose. (Note: It is ironic that the One who did not need
baptism nevertheless submitted to it willingly, while those who are in need of the “remission of sins” are often
unwilling to submit to the command to be baptized, cf. Acts 2:38). Jesus revealed the purpose of His baptism in
the Jordan with His answer to John, “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness”
(Matthew 3:15).

While Jesus’ answer implies an acknowledgement of His virtue, His baptism was still necessary. To put it simply,
God expected it, so Jesus did it. This theme in Jesus’ life, repeated again and again even to His death on the
cross, is referred to again by the Hebrew writer in Hebrews 5:8, “Though He was a Son, yet He learned
obedience by the things which He suffered.” Paul said it this way, “And being found in appearance as a man, He
humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8).
While the death on the cross is the ultimate expression of Jesus’ obedience, it is by no means the only one. This
baptism in the Jordan was “to fulfill all righteousness.” His temptation in the Wilderness that immediately
followed was a further test: “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and
Him only you shall serve”” (Matthew 4:10).

As H. Leo Boles put it in his commentary on Matthew: “Nothing must be left undone that would honor God and
assist Jesus in beginning and carrying out his ministry. As John’s baptism was not ‘from men’ but ‘from heaven’
(Matt. 21:25; John 1:33), it became Jesus to receive the baptism of John, and John to administer it” (pg. 91).

Truly, Jesus came to do the will of God. This is evident in His words, and in His actions. From His baptism in the
beginning of His ministry until His decision to carry through to the cross (“O My Father, if it is possible, let this
cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as | will, but as You will,” Matthew 26:39), Jesus showed His willingness to
“fulfill all righteousness.” He serves as a wonderful example to us. Harold Fowler puts it well in his commentary
on Matthew, “Nobody will ever form a better ethic than ‘doing all that God tells us to do’” (pg. 116). Wise words
to live by!

-via The Cornerstone, Richmond, VA, July 2008.



