N3] NEWSLETTER

Sunday, November 2, 2008

BIBLE STUDY.................. 10 a.m.
“Gospel of Luke”

MORNING WORSHIP............ 11a.m.
Speaker: Dan Austin

EVENING SERVICE. ... ......... 6 p.m.
Speaker: Dan Austin

WEDNESDAY MEETING......... 7 p-m.
“The Parables of Jesus”

Welcome Visitors. If you are a visitor in
our congregation today we would like to
welcome you and hope you will stay for a
while after service.

Please confinue to pray for Mark Harris who
is away in South Carolina and for his family.

Sam and Vicki Barton are in Las Vegas
visiting family. They expect to return this
evening. Please pray that they travel safely.

And, continue to pray for our ailing members
and friends: Martha Holloway, Dema
Franklin, Brian Adams and Benjamin Hoskins.

November Birthdays:
23 - Yedid Minjares
24h - Jessica Fredrickson

... singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with thankfulness in
your hearts to God. Col 3:16

Blessed be the LORD, because He has heard

the voice of my supplications!

The LORD is my strength and my shield;

My heart trusted in Him, and I am helped;

Therefore my heart greatly rejoices,

And with my song I will praise Him.

The LORD /s their strength,

And He is the saving refuge of His anointed.

Save Your people, and bless Your inheritance;

Shepherd them also, and bear them up forever
Psalm 28:6-9

Father we love You, we worship and adore You

Glorify thy name in all the earth

Glorify thy name, Glorify thy name
Glorify thy name in all the earth

Jesus we love You, we worship and adore You
Glorify thy name in all the earth

Glorify thy name, Glorify thy name

Glorify thy name in all the earth

Spirit we love You, we worship and adore You
Glorify thy name in all the earth

Glorify thy name, Glorify thy name

Glorify thy name in all the earth

Donna Adkins
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Keep On Keeping On!

It would likely amaze us if we knew how many people were once followers of Christ but
have given up. They've just stopped trying. They don't follow Him anymore. They quit.

That phenomenon doesn't happen all at once. People don't just get up one morning and
decide to quit serving the Lord. Spiritual death happens slowly. Their faith erodes gradually.
They stop their personal worship and meditation about spiritual things. They don't pray
much or seek the company of brethren. In fact, they shy away from such associations.
They become critical of the services and dodge having any part in the public worship. People
who call and inquire about their whereabouts are considered "meddling in my business."
They begin to look for ways to justify their lack of spiritual zeal.

There are preventatives to spiritual decay, ways to prevent the gradual demise of ones' faith and
faithfulness. Here are three:

Keep on living. Living the Christian life, | mean. It's hard. There's no doubt about that, but
think about what is the reward, think about what your faithfulness means about your eternal
destiny. A hard life is a small thing when compared to an eternal life of bliss. Simple economics ar-
gues that a small investment that results in a large dividend is good. In this case, it is foolish to do
otherwise. "Be ye therefore steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
inasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58) is saying invest in the
eternal things, hang the difficulties. Live the life. If it's hard, endure it. If it calls for courage, get it
on. If it means you must suffer, remember, "No pain, no gain". Heaven is worth the living.
That's all thereis to it.

Keep on learning. Lack of spiritual growth is a decision, not a natural occurrence. You decide to
do it. "But grow in grace and in the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Pet. 3:18), and
if you digest the word, you will grow. Bread is necessary for your spiritual growth just as it is
for the sustenance of your physical body. And learning is the basis for all spiritual growth.
Furthermore, in this case, you don't ever get grown— you have to keep on learning to keep on
growing.

Keep on loving. Motive is such a vital part of all we do. And love is what motive is all about. It
furnishes the energy for one who wants to keep on living the righteous life. It furnishes the
necessary propellant for learning, creates curiosity and determination to fuel growth. It is the
incentive for good strong relationships—family, friends, business. It even brings a stimulus for solv-
ing torn or fractured relationships. Paul says love is longsuffering, kind and not easily provoked
(1 Cor. 13:4, 5). You have to love people in spite of their warts, in spite of their occasional
disappointing actions, even in spite of their not loving like you do. You don't ever give up on love.
It's the supreme motive, the highest good, the strongest provocation for righteousness and
piety. Love lives.

It's almost impossible for your faith to erode, your care to diminish, your faithfulness to fade if you

keep on living, learning, loving. The person who wants to go to heaven will keep on—keep on
living, keep on learning, and keep on loving. How about you?

Excerpted from Southside Sunday, Pasadena, Texas.



