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Sunday, May 18, 2008

BIBLE STUDY.................. 10 a.m.
“Gospel of Luke”

MORNING WORSHIP. .......... 11a.m.
“Passing The Baton”
Ron Adams

EVENING SERVICE. ... ......... 6 p.m.
“Great Expectations #4”
Dan Austin

WEDNESDAY MEETING......... 7 p-m.
“The Parables of Jesus”

Welcome Visitors. If you are a visitor in our
congregation today we would like to welcome
you and hope you wil stay for a while after
service so we can get to know you.

Please confinue to pray for our military
personnel who are overseas--Logan Harper
and Sam Barton and for their families.

Daniel and Meredith Hoskins are fravelling this
week. Please pray for their safe return.

This is the last Sunday that Ron Adams will
preach as our resident evangelist. He and
Marie Adams will be heading off to Arkansas
this week. We will miss them.

... singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. Col 3:16

O sing to the LORD a new song;
for He has done marvelous things!
His right hand, and His holy arm,
have gotten Him victory.

The LORD has made known His victory;
He has revealed his vindication
in the sight of nations.

He has remembered His steadfast love
and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen
the victory of our God.

Psalm 98:1-3

All glory and praise

to the God of all grace

Who has bought us and sought us
And guided our ways

Hallelujah! Thine the glory;
Hallelujah! Amen!

Hallelujah! Thine the glory;

Revive us again.
William P. Mackay
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I Believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God

Wayne Greeson

Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said,
‘See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?' Then Philip said, 'lf you
believe with all your heart, you may.' And he answered and said, 'l believe that Jesus
Christ is the Son of God.' (Acts 8:36-37)

It was down a dusty road the horse drawn vehicle lurched. One of the riders grabbed for a handhold to brace
himself, but he continued speaking intently to the other rider as they both pored over the scroll between
them. The afternoon sun blazed down fiercely as the chariot rolled on past barren vistas.

The speaker was a young Jewish man of Jerusalem who had been traveling on foot down to Gaza on the
Mediterranean coast. His audience of one was a dark skinned Ethiopian, a royal minister of the queen of
Ethiopia, who was returning the long miles home after worshipping at the temple in Jerusalem. The Ethiopian
was riding and reading the ancient words of the Jewish prophet, Isaiah, when the young Jewish man ran up
and agreed to explain the perplexing text.

A turnin the road revealed a small spring. The Ethiopian had listened carefully to the young man named Philip
explain that Isaiah's prophecy and the rest of the Law, the Psalms and the Prophets had been fulfilled. Philip
pointed out how one called Jesus of Nazareth had accomplished in his life, death and miraculous resurrection
all the Jewish prophecies of old. The young preacher taught one could receive all of God's promised blessings
through this Jesus by believing in his name, repenting of one's sins and being baptized for the remission of sins.

As the Ethiopian eyed the glinting reflection of the sun in the water, he turned to Philip and asked, "Look, here
is water. Why shouldn't | be baptized?" The candor of the dark man brought a quick answer from Philip, "If you
believe with all your heart, you may." The reply came back, "l believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God." The
chariot was halted beside the road and together the two very different men walked down into the cool water.
Philip immersed the royal minister in the water and raised him up again. Together they walked out of the
water but, as the Ethiopian looked around, Philip was gone. With great joy the eunuch continued his journey
home.

Confessing Jesus' Identity

Anyone who desires to be a partaker of the same joy and blessings that the Ethiopian eunuch enjoyed must
confess as he did Jesus' identity as the Messiah, the promised Son of God. Jesus proclaimed, "Whosoever
therefore shall confess me before men, him will | confess also before my Father which is in heaven" (Matt.
10:32). Paul explained this confession is essential to salvation, "That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved" (Rom.
10:9).

When one confesses Jesus, what is he saying he believes? To confess Jesus is to confess he is the Christ, the
Messiah promised by God's prophets (John 9:22). Confessing Jesus means one believes God raised Jesus from
the dead to be Lord (Rom. 10:9; Phil. 2:9-11). When one confesses Jesus he is confessing Jesus is the Son of
God, that he is God (1 John 4:15). One must not only confess Jesus' deity, he must also confess Jesus' humanity
that "Jesus Christ is come in the flesh" (1 John 4:2-3; 2 John 7).

Excerpted from www.padfieldconsulting.com May 17, 2008




