)] NEWSLETTER

Sunday, April 6, 2008

BIBLE STUDY.................. 10 a.m.
“Gospel of Luke”

MORNING WORSHIP. .......... 11 a.m.
“Can You See”
Ron Adams

EVENING SERVICE. ... ......... 6 p.m.
Daniel Hoskins

WEDNESDAY MEETING. ........ 7 p-m.
Dan Austin

David and Darlene Huxtable are
travelling this week to Florida and Ron
and Marie Adams will also be travelling
this week to Arkansas. Please keep the
Huxtables and Adams’ in your prayers.

David Covalt has decided to move back
home to Oklahoma with his sons Hunter
and Clayton. Please keep David and his
sons in your prayers.

Please continue to pray for our military
personnel. Logan Harper is deployed in
the Middle East and, in a recent emalill,
Sam Barton said he has his sea legs and
is keeping a positive outlook.

Praying Like Jesus

The Lord tfells us through the Apostle Peter that Jesus
left us a pattern that we might “follow in His steps” (1
Pet.2:21). On another occasion, Paul said, "be imitators of
me, just as I also am of Christ”(1 Cor. 11:1).

In every facet of our life, we are to pattern our attitude,
our disposition, our conduct after that of our Savior. Can
we not learn something about how He treated His
enemies, about how He handled stress, and especially
about how He prayed?

Jesus prayed often. He did not restrict this activity to
the dinner table or for when He pillowed His head; Jesus
sought heavenly counsel throughout each day for
strength, comfort, and companionship.

Jesus prayed long. He did not utter a couple of trite
phrases or clichés to satisfy his conscience, He set aside
time during His day to meditate and devote Himself to
prayer. "And it was at this time that He went off to the
mountain to pray, and He spent the whole night in prayer
fo God” (Luke6:12).

Jesus prayed for others. He had a lot of requests to
make on His own behalf—He was surrounded by men
whose every thought was on putting him o death, and He
was tempted in all points as we are. Yet, even in the midst
of the garden when He knew His life was to be taken the
next day, he prayed for His apostles and for all believers.

Excerpted from an article by Bubba Gardener, Folsom Church of Christ, 3/18/07.
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Reaching Out to a Lonely Guy

Campus Life, January/February 2008

I was standing in my front yard when | saw Ben walking down the road in front of my house. It struck me as
odd because he lives a ways down the road. | didn't know him very well. He goes to the local high school,
and I'm homeschooled. So our paths hardly ever crossed. But when | saw him that day, | felt like God was
pushing me to give him a ride home.

"Hey Ben," | shouted. "Wanna ride?" At first, he looked unsure about accepting. But then he said slowly,
"Sure, thanks."

As we pulled out of my driveway, he asked, "Why are you being so nice?" | told him | wouldn't want to walk
that far and thought he might need a ride.

It seemed to satisfy his curiosity. After some small talk about part-time jobs, | got up the courage to invite
him to my youth group. He kind of stared at the floor and said, "l guess I'll give it a try. After all, you gave
me a ride. | guess | sort of owe ya one." | told him I'd pick him up on Wednesday night.

That's how | got Ben to attend my youth group. But it was something about our conversations in the car
that built our friendship and allowed me to share Christ. Not every conversation to and from church was
about God. Sometimes we talked about how we both liked dirt bikes or which songs we'd learned to play
on the guitar. Stuff about recent movies or music sometimes opened up doors to talk about life and faith,
and what we both thought was important. Since neither of us are great conversationalists, talking to Ben
wasn't always easy. There were times of awkward silence, when neither of us knew quite what to say. But
eventually, one of us would break the ice and the conversation would get going again.

Before long, Ben started hanging around my house. He's one of those quiet guys who seems to just
observe and take note of what's around him. And | could tell he was carefully watching as | talked to my
parents and joked around with my brothers and sister. He also seemed to be paying attention when | was
around the other kids at youth group. While | wanted him to know I'm a normal guy, | also wanted him to
see Christ in me by the way | acted around others. And | knew he was watching.

For a few weeks everything seemed to be going well, but then he started to find reasons to not come to
youth group. "Sorry, Josh," he'd say, "but | just have too much homework." Excuses like that. Although |
can't be totally sure, | think it probably had something to do with some bad experiences he'd had in the
past with other Christians. Because of some of the stuff he told me, | knew those experiences had turned
him off to church and God. Still, | refused to give up on him. | kept calling and even stopped by his house to
visit. Eventually he ran out of excuses and started coming with me again. | think he came back because of
the friends he had made at youth group and because | took a genuine interest in his life.

Ben hasn't committed his life to Christ yet, but he's been more and more open when we've talked about
Jesus. He's also been asking some pretty deep questions about God and the Bible.

As nervous as | was at the time, I'm thankful God led me to give a lonely guy a ride home. I'm also grateful
for the friendship I've been able to build with Ben. Maybe someday our conversations in the car will lead
him to ask how he could have a personal relationship with Jesus. That would be the best conversation ever.

This article first appeared in January/February 2008 issue of Ignite Your Faith.
Used by permission of Christianity Today International, Carol Stream, IL 60188



