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Services

Sunday

Bible Study 10 am

Don't Confuse Me With The Facts

by Wayne Greeson

Morning Service 11am
Evening Service 6 pm
Wednesday
Bible Study 7pm
News @ NSD

® Robyn Hamilton’s sister, in skilled
nursing facility in New Orleans
recovering from a car accident.

® Janna Wells — back problems.

® Matt Wells - on travel for the Navy.

® Martha Holloway - recurring back and
heart ailment.

® Dema’s sister-in-law - liver and bone

cancer.

® Scott Shaw’s dad, Tommy - battling
liver cancer.

® Jeanne Lynne - recovering from

surgeries.
® Ernest Peeples - deployed in May.

® Logan Harper - deployed in
Afghanistan.

® Also keep Sally Harper and the kids in
your prayer.

Sunday Morning Class
Letters to the churches of Asia

Wednesday Night Class
Character Studies:
Achor

Teaching the Gospel is not always easy. Probably the most difficult
problem the Christian faces in trying to teach the Gospel is teaching
a person who has a closed mind.
How often do we meet a person with an attitude that shouts "Don't
confuse me with the facts, my mind is made up!" In other words, "It
does not matter whether or not what you say is true, | am going to
believe and do what | want." You could point to many Scriptures;
you could provide examples from the New Testament; you could
quote the very words of Jesus, yet such a person will remain
unmoved. Such an attitude would be almost humorous if it were not
so sad. We need to understand the world has always had such
people in it and learn not to be discouraged.
For 120 years Noah preached repentance to a wicked world and
warned of the impending Flood. For 120 years people slapped their
hands over their ears whenever they saw Noah coming down the
road. But then came the day when God shut the door of the ark and
the rain drops began to fall. The only ones who were saved were
those who had spent 120 years with a hammer and saw in their
hands, instead of their hands over their ears.
Jeremiah is known as the "weeping prophet" to us today and for
good reason. His mission was very similar to Noah's and his
audience was just as stubborn. For about 40 years, Jeremiah
preached to the rebellious people of God to repent or face the wrath
of God. Jeremiah had good reason to cry because his audience not
only refused to listen to him but also, instead of putting their hands
over their ears, they made fists and put them in Jeremiah's face.
Jeremiah was declared a dangerous fanatic; beaten and put in
stocks; his writings were burned by a king; he was called a traitor,
beaten again and thrown in a dungeon; he was thrown into a cistern
where he sank up to his armpits in mud; and finally he was carried
off to Egypt. It is amazing what great lengths people went to not
hear Jeremiah.
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Somehow, there are those who believe Jesus was exempt from
prejudiced audiences. Even the Son of God who spoke with all the
power and truth of Deity faced people whose attitude expressed,
"Don't confuse me with the facts" There were those who refused to
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... singing psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs with thankfulness in your hearts to

God. Col 3:16

He delivers me from my enemies;
Surely You lift me above those who
rise up against me;

You rescue me from the violent man.
Therefore I will give thanks to You
among the nations, O LORD,

And I will sing praises to Your name.
He gives great deliverance to His king,
And shows lovingkindness to His
anointed,

To David and his descendants forever.

Psalm 18:48-50 (NASB)

listen to Christ; others mocked Him; one occasion a mob tried to
throw Him over a cliff and another time some tried to stone Him. The
prejudiced against Christ and His message grew to the point that to
silence Him, His critics crucified Him.

After all the "plugged" ears Christians run into, (See, Acts 28:25-27),
not only should Christians learn not to become discouraged, but
also learn an important lesson on dull ears and closed eyes.
Christians should beware of plugging their own ears, shutting their
eyes and closing their minds to God's Truth -- the Bible.

Christians can "turn away their ears from the truth" (2 Tim. 4:4) and
become just as stubborn and prejudiced and even more so than
those in the world (See, 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Tim. 4:1-4; Titus 1:13-16). If
there is anything worse than a person of the world with their fingers
in their ears, its a professed Christian with their fingers in their ears.
The proper attitude for the Christian is to "Prove all things; hold fast
to that which is good," (1 Thes. 5:21), studying to show thyself
approved, (2 Tim. 2:15), and "examining the Scriptures daily, to see
whether these things (are) so" (Acts 17:11). It is an attitude that
"thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth;
bears all things believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things" (1 Cor. 13:5-7). The Christian with the proper attitude
towards other and the truth has his fingers turning the pages of his
Bible instead of stuck in his ears!
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